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LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 
Courses Spring 2017!
AH-351C Pre-Columbian Art and 
Architecture in the Modern Imagination 
This course explores how representations of pre-Columbian art 
and architecture were important to the social, political, and 
cultural theories and events of the modern period. More 
specifically, students will learn how these arts shaped creole 
consciousness, the philosophical debates about the New World 
and its peoples, public entertainment and mass visuality, 
American and Mexican nationalism, Mexican mural painting, and 
Chicano(a) performance art. 
Credits: 3, J. Lopez, T R 11:10-12:30 p.m. WLS-212 Spanish American Literature 
and Cultural Practices 
An overview of Spanish-American literature and other 
cultural expressions from pre-independence to the present. 
The course introduces main literary genres, movements, and 
authors as well as the study of cultural practices in the region 
through music, visual art, journalism, and other forms of 
media. The course's main objectives are to increase students' 
ability to read critically, appreciate and analyze literary 
Spanish, and understand the cultural diversity of Spanish-
America. 
Credits: 4, O. Pérez-Hernandez, T R 9:10-11:00 a.m. 
 
WLS-301 Business Spanish 
In this course students strengthen their Spanish skills while 
learning business, management, and marketing terminology 
and how business is conducted in the 21 Spanish-speaking 
countries. Students explore how these countries interact on 
a global scale, as well as the geopolitical, economic, and 
social issues that affect business. Students improve the 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills needed for 
success in the business world and develop geo-
demographic literacy and cross-cultural communication 
skills. 
Credits: 4, C. Grant, MW 2:30-3:50 p.m., F 1:25-2:20 p.m.  
Questions? 
Contact Prof. Viviana Rangil, Director of the LAS Program 
vrangil@skidmore.edu 
PL-209 The Latin American Puzzle 
A comprehensive analysis of Latin American political, 
social, and economic processes and institutions from a 
multidisciplinary perspective. The course examines Latin 
America's political development, ethnic problems, gender 
roles, and economic strategies as well as the changing role 
of institutions such as the state, socioeconomic 
organizations, the church, and the military.  
Credits: 3, A. Vacs, MWF 11:15 a.m.-12:10 p.m. 
HI-111 Introduction to the History of 
Latin America 
An introduction to the economic, political, social, and intellectual 
history of Latin America. Organized thematically and 
chronologically, topics emphasize understanding the emergence of 
the colonies of Spain, Portugal, France, and England into a group of 
distinct nation-states. Not open to students who have successfully 
completed HI-109. (Fulfills cultural diversity requirement, fulfills 
social sciences requirement.) 
Credits: 3, K. Paarlberg-Kvam, T R 9:40-11:00 a.m. 
HI-251C History of Latinos in the U.S. 
This course introduces students to the political, social, economic, 
and migratory history of Latinx in the United States. The goal of the 
course is to critically examine the Latinx population in the United 
States by exploring the history of conquest, migration, 
acculturation, and resistance, and the construction of a pan-ethnic 
Latinx identity. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.) 
Credits: 3, K. Paarlberg-Kvam, T R 12:40-2:00 p.m. 
LA-377 Colloquium: Guatemala 
This course introduces students to the history and culture of 
Guatemala. The learning will be put into practice during a week-
long (optional) alternate spring break volunteer experience.  
Credit: 1, J. Dym, W 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
HI-351D Women’s Movements in Latin 
America 
This course is an overview of the history of women's and feminist 
movements in Latin America in the last half-century. The course 
focuses on issues of race, class, and sexuality within women's 
movements, the ways in which women's movements present and 
position themselves to achieve their goals, and the challenges and 
successes of specific movements within the Latin American and 
Latina community.  
This is a research course. Students will be asked to devote the 
semester to a 20-25 page research paper. 
Credits: 4, K. Paarlberg-Kvam, T R 3:40-5:00 p.m. WLS-363 Crímenes sin Castigo This course explores one of the most current narrative 
trends in Latin America. Students study how crime fiction 
develops into a critical literature that seeks to question 
historical, political, and social issues in Latin American 
countries. Novels and short stories by Argentinian, Cuban, 
and Venezuelan writers are read during class, in addition to 
other canonical and critical texts within the genre. 
Credits: 3, M. Lander, WF 10:10-11:30 a.m. 
WLS-220 Language Across the 
Curriculum 
A course designed for students who want to use their 
Spanish language skills in any course taught in 
English at the college. (Prerequisites: WLS-203.) 
Credit: 1, O. Hernandez, M 1:25-2:20 p.m. 
